
D GO People
and parked

eir fa
r(ve-in di _
uring the 1950s.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO,
AMERICA HIT THE ROAD

WITH THE MODELT

The "Tin Lizzie" put America—
and the world—on wheels.

A century ago, most Ameri-
cans did not own cars. Cars were
popular only among wealthy people,
who could afford them and pay to fix
them when they broke down. All that
changed in October 1908 when the
Ford Motor Company rolled out the
Model T, often called by its nickname,
"Tin Lizzie."

Words to Kno^v
landscape: (land-skape) noun.
A large area of land tliat you can view
from one place.

revolutionary: (rev-uh-loo-
shuhn-air-ee) adjective.
Relating to large, important change.

Through
:he Years

Cars of the past 1OO -
years. Today's cars

include more fuel-effi-
cient models like the

Toyota Prius. Look for
more spacecraft-like

designs and increased
gas mileage in the future.
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The Model T changed
the landscape of America.
Model Ts were affordable,

durable, and easy to repair. These
qualities made Model Ts popular
among everyday Americans, who
bought them in great numbers. Life in
America changed as a result.

The Common Car
The Model T "was kind of the

common car for the common
person," said John Heitmann, a
history professor at the University of
Dayton in Ohio.

Before the Model T, most Ameri-
cans traveled by horse-and-carriage.
Roads were covered in dirt, not
asphalt. It could take days, even
weeks, to get from one place to
another. The Model T increased the
popularity of cars. Driving allowed
people and businesses to spread out.
Highways were built where there

were once dirt roads. Eventually,
drive-in restaurants were built, as
weU as malls.

How Ford built the Model T also
was revolutionary.

Before the Model T, cars were
very expensive because each was
built one at a time. This took a lot
of effort, so automakers charged a
lot of money for cars. Ford Motor
Company founder Henry Ford
came up with a new way to
build cars— t̂he moving
assembly line. Ford
workers could make
more than one
Model T at a time.
Because of this,
the company was
able to sell Model
Ts at a price that
middle-class Anieri-
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carts could afford. The first Model 1^
cost $825.

Heruy Ford also changed the way
most Americans worked. He was
the first to offer workers a five-day,
40-hoiir workweek. He also was
known for the generous wage he
paid workers.

And the car Ford created was
loved by American drivers.

The Model T was an
instant hit. People

called it the "Tin
Lizzie" because it
was so reliable.

The car quickly
because the top-
selling automobile
in the world. Ford

produced 15 million
Model 1^ from 1908

to 1927, when the
company stopped making

them. Ford, along with General
Motors and Chiysler, became
the top-three U.S. automakers.
The auto industry, based in Detroit,
Michigan, became a leading
business in the U.S.

What's Next?
A century later, U.S. carmakers

face m^jor challenges. They are
competing for car customers with
foreign automakers, such as Toyota
and Nissan of Japan. U.S. automak-
ers also are stniggling to make the
kinds of cars that are as populai- with
U.S. drivers as the Model T once was.
High gas prices and worries about air
pollution are big concerns among car
buyers. The large, gas-guzzling auto-
mobiles that were once big-sellers
for U.S. automakers are no longer
as popular. Buyers are looking for
smaller, more-energy-efficient cars.

U.S. automakers are working to

t's the
Big Idea?

Mow well do you understand
what you've just read? Test
yourself with these reading-
comprehension questions!

For how many years did
Ford make the Model T?

What detail(s) showCs) that
before the Model T, cars
were not big-sellers among
the middle ciass?

Explain how the Model T
- changed life in the U.S.

In the next-to~last
paragraph, what does the

i.foreign mean?

gi Back to You
I

Inventions often have great
impact on the world. Name
recent inventions that have
had a big impact on your iife.

build the cars of the future, which
they hope will transform the world
just as the Model T did stari:ing in
1908. The next generation of cars
will likely be more environmentally
friendly. They will also probably
look very different from the cars we
see on the road today. (See Through
the Years.) But no matter what their
appearance, cars of the future will
serve the same purpose as Henry
Ford's Model T—getting people
where they want to go.

-F. RomaU Smalls
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